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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) Method for th e prov i sion of A method of providing a 
defined quality of service in a packet switched communication system with having a 
plurality of interconnected nodes (N> for forwarding of data packets, wherein the s y st e m 
compr ises a t le ast - en e plurality of interconnected nodes includes an edge node (EN) for 
con ne x i on that connects to user equipment {U£> or to a further communication system 
(FS) and for processing and that processes data packets wh i ch com prise having a data 
field specifying a handling of the packets an d, wherein the plurality of interconnected 
nodes (N) perform a differentiated handling of the packets according to said data field 
whoro i n th e communicat i on s yst e m furth e r comprises or is oonneotab l e . said method 
comprising: 

connecting the edge node to a data base (PB) wh i ch that contains a record for 
[[a]] an identified user specifying a quality of service for said the identified userQ,]]; 

an e dg e not e providing the edge node (EN) which proc e ss e s a pockot for sa i d 
u se r i s prov i d e d with quality parameters from the dat a bas e (PB) identified user's 
record; and 

processing in the e dg e note (EN) edge node, a data packet for the identified user 
by sets setting the data field specifying the handling of the packet according to the 
gualitv parameters from the identified user's record. 

2, (Currently Amended) M e thod The method according to claim 1, wherein 
the step of processing the data packet in the edge node includes changing the data field 
Is- speGifiod a ccording to a r e quested from a previously specified quality of service to a 
Quality of service according to the quality parameters from the identified user's record . 
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3. (Currently Amended) M e thod The method according to claim 2, wherein 



sete the step of processing the data packet in the edge node includes setting the data 
field according to information specified on a layer (LA, L I ) in the protocol stack of the 
edge node (EN) which that is different from the layer {tR> evaluated by the nodes for 
the handling of the packets. 

4. (Currently Amended) M e thod The method according to cla i m 1 claim 2 . 
wherein the data field is e pee tf ie d accord i ng to changed in response to a traffic load in 
the communication system {GS). 

5. (Currently Amended) M e thod The method according to claim 1, wherein 
the step of connecting the edge node to a data base includes connecting the edge node 
to a second node that connects to the data base, wherein the quality parameters from 
the identified user's record are forwarded from [[a]] the second node (EN 1 ) to the edge 
node (EN) wh i oh process e s - data packet s forsa i d us e r , 

6. (Currently Amended) M e th o d The method according to claim 1, wherein 
the data packets are internet protocol packets and the data fields field is the 
differentiated services field in the internet protocol header. 

7. (Currently Amended) M e thod The method according to claim 6, wherein 
the step of setting the data field specifying the handling of the packet according to the 
quality parameters from the identified user's record includes setting unspecified bits 
(t©) in the differentiated services field afe-set according to the identified user's record,, 
wherein a«4 the interconnected nodes handle the packet h a nd li ng i s perf ormed 



the data packets are processed according to a protocol stacks and 




EN) 




according to the unspecified bits (UD) se t . 
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8. (Currently Amended) M e thod The method according to claim 6, wherein 
th e b i ts (GP) sp e Gifying the step of setting the data field specifying the handling of the 
packet according to the quality parameters from the identified user's record includes 
setting a plurality of bits that specify per hop behavior are s e t according to the identified 
user's record. 

9. (Currently Amended) Method The method according to claim 1, wherein 
said data base (OB) is a location register. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) Method The method according to claim 1 , wherein a 
nod e (N) each of the plurality of interconnected nodes that receives the data packet 
evaluates the data freld if the traffic load is above a threshold value. 

11. (Currently Amended) Ed§e An edge node in a packet switched 
communication system with having a plurality of interconnected nodes (N) for [[a]] 
forwarding of data packets, wherein the edge node (EN) processes the data packets 
and is connectable to a node (N) atJeast one of the interconnected nodes and to user 
equipment (UE> or to a further communication system {FS} X and the packets compr ise 
include a data field for specifying that specifies a handling of the packets in the 
interconnected nodes {P4), said edge node comprising: 

wh e r ei n the- edge nodo (EN) is provid e d w i th an "interface to access an interface 
for accessing a data base {B©> holding user records and retrieving parameters 
specifying a gualitv of service for an identified user[ [,]]; 

an d tho o dg e nod e (EN) i s a l so provided w i th m e ans to st a r e means for storing 
the parameters specifying [[a]] the quality of service for the identified user served from a 
r e cord for sa id u se r; 

means for dete rmining that an incoming packet is associated with the identified 
user: and 

th e odgo nodo (EN) i o provided with processing means wh i ch sot for setting the 
data field of the incoming packet to specify i ng specify the handling of the incoming 
packet according to the gualitv parameters from the identified user's record. 
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1 2. (Currently Amended) Edge The edge node according to claim 1 1 , whoro i n 
th e node is - p rov i d e d w it h m e ans to proces s further comprising means for processing 
data packets according to a protocol stacks and wherein the processing means 
evaluates data from a first layer in the protocol stack and set sets the data field on th e at 
a second protocol layer {fcR>, which is evaluated by the pluraLity^ nodes 
{N) for the handling of the packets, according to the data evaluated from o different 
l ayor (LA, LQ 4 n th e protocol stack the first protocol laver . 

13. (Currently Amended) Edge The edge node according to claim 11, wherein 
[[an]] the edge node is a serving GPRS support node (SGSN) or a gateway GPRS 
support node (GGSN). 

14. (Currently Amended) The edge node according to claim 13, wherein 
the edge node compris e s includes a control node and a node for processing packets. 

15. (Currently Amended) Edg e The edge node according to claim 1 1 , wherein 
the edge node is a radio network controller {GR) or an adapter in a user equipment 

16. (Currently Amended) N e d e An intermediate node feF in a packet switched 
communication system with having a plurality of interconnected nodes (N> for [[a]] 
forwarding of internet protocol data packets which compr i s e that include a differentiated 
services data field in the internet protocol header specifying a handling of the packets, 
wherein the differentiated services data field includes a number of unspecified bits. 
nodos (N) compris e said node comprising: 

processing means for performing a differentiated handling of the packets 
according to said the differentiated services data field s th e data pack e ts aro intomot 
protocol packoto and -tho data field is th e d i ffsrsnt i atod s e rvic e s field in th e int erne t 
protoco l h e ader, whoroin the node ovaluatoo ; 
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means for evaluating the unspecified bits (UO) in the differentiated services data 
field; and 

means for handling performs the packet hand li ng according to the unspecified 
bits (UO). 

17. (Currently Amended) Node The intermediate node according to claim 16, 
wh e r ei n tho nodo (N) i s provided w i th inc l udos means to measure further comprising 
means for measuring a traffic load am d. wherein the data f ie ld i s unspecified bits are 
evaluated only if the traffic load is above a threshold value. 

18. (Currently Amended) Program A program unit on a data carrier or 
loadable into an edge node in a packet switched communication system, wherein the 
edge node (EN) provides connections and processes packets sent between user 
equipment (UE) or a further communication system (FS) and intermediate nodes (N) in 
the communication system which perform a differentiated handling of the packets 
according to a data field in the data packets, wherein the program unit comprises; 

means for loading parameters for [[a]] an identified user served by the edge 
node, said parameters specifying a quality of service for said the identified user[[,]] A 

means for determining that an incoming packet is associated with the identified 
user: and 

th e program un i t compri ses means for setting the data field in the incoming 
packet according to the parameters for the identified user . 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (New) The program unit according to claim 18, wherein the means for 
setting the data field sets the data field so as to cause the intermediate nodes in the 
communication system to change the handling of the packets according to the 
parameters for the identified user. 
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